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‘And most divine are children, 
= William Canton 
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COVER STORY 








EXAMS 
ACROSS 
THE 


vor the twelve-year-old 
Pancha sticyngin England afets 
trip toan ancient castle built by one of 
the Tudor kings and to the library 10 
research for her seminar was very 
much a part of her history exam, 

For Sundaram, who passedhishigh 
‘school from the United States, it was 
semesters. Every six weeks, progress 
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reports were sent to parents. The best 
par, recalls Mr, Sundaram, was the 
Pop Quiz. The teacher would walk in 
‘one day and suddenly announce the 
‘pop quiz’. Books and pens hadto be 
pulled out and the questions an- 
swered in ajfy. The time allowed was 
usually around 
15 to 20 min- 
utes, But they 
were most val- 
ued as they 
added to 
almost 45% of the final exarn marks. 
Such quizzes were held frequently 
and throughout the year 

The students had to be prepared 
atalltimes and be up-to-date with their 
lessons if they wanted to fare well 
Reaular study is very vital. 

For Krishna, from India who went 
to study at the U.S. itwas rather differ 
ent. His aim was to prepare for the 
exam and score an ‘A’ grade as he 
had always done. But the school 
seemed more interested in what and 


eo f 
SS 





howmuch he knew and: 
understood than in his 
98%, 
Pichai, loved his Showand 
Tell classes in his school 
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in New York. He could take anything 
from a pet snail, a tortoise or even a 






























umpet and talk about it to his class. 

Wherever youlive, across the globe, 
you cannot escape tests. And what- 
ever be the exam pattern, method or 
system the world over, its: purpose is. 
0 assess the understanding and 
knowedge of the pupil and notjusttest 
his or her capacity to learn-by-heart. 








ia Montessori, tells an inter- 
esting story of the 4 doors of intl 
nce. ‘inteligence is lke an apart- 
ment with 4 doors, each representing 
Understanding, Reason, Memory and 
Interest. 
A stimulus knocks on the door and 
is answered by Memory. If Memory is. 

eated harshly, he just ignores it and 
closes the door. When the others see 
what a hard time memory is having 
they, too, close their doors. 

If Memory is overburdened, it col 

apses. Itis best to call forth allthe four 

(Reason, Understanding, Memory 
and Interest), we wish tohelp the con 
struction of inteligence. 

Memory isle a manual labourer. If 
Memory does all the work it will build 
only a Mechanical Intelligence, which 
isike.a person dressedin Royal clothes 
omake believe that hes a king when 














Last minute cramming sel 
dom helps. On the con: 
trary, it creates tension 
and blocks one’s un- 
anding 
I might be wiser to be like the 
w but steady tortoise than make a 
desperate dash to the finish line like 
the foolhardy hare! 








PriyaT 
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{ Nalini was famous for some- 
thing, it was for giving others 
a suitable nick name. School 
‘names oughtto be oficial, ike 
Priyanka, Ramya and Gomath But, when 
they come under the penetrating vision of 
Nalini, they ae, there atter known as Kaka, 
Rambamba and Gol 
“Golly! Don't they sound different?” In 
desperate move to honour such 
esteemed social service by Nalin, the class 
began calling her “Nick Name Nalini” 
Which, due to corrosion, erosion and by 
application of Darwin's theory of evolution 
evolved into Nicky. 
Nevertheless 
Kaka, Rambamba 
and Goli became an 





instant ht withthe class, which 
made us forget their original 
names; the daily attendence boing the 
only reminder. Nicky named tall, lean 
Parvathi as “PVC pipe” shor stout Manjula 
as “Brinjal” and gave ever-sweet, ever 
smiling Charumatti. the name "TOPA", an 
abbreviation for Tooth Paste Ad! 
was not spared either. Teeyal, 
was my nick name! | was 
happy for it sounded decent 
But, what | did not know was 
its descent. Being new to Madras and the 
8 

















school, | had no idea how the name 
evolved, | continued tobe under the belief 
that it was one of those a ‘no-meaning 
but sounds good, catchy words,’ which 
were getting famous in our school 

But, Buddi (Shwetha) told me, ater @ 
longtime thatitwas TL, an abbreviation 
for Tube Light and not Teeyal. |, at once, 
hurried to Nicky and demanded an expla 
nation for the defamation. Why must | be 
called a Tube Light, after al? 

ecause you are so bright,” 
Nalini said and smiled, 
flattered 

“Yes. Sobrightaface, So bright abain, 
‘And so bright are your beautiful eyes that 
they can light up the whole night." 

Those words had a profound 
cooling effect and all my anger 
WH] ssappearedin hinair. waste 
(AD. tered.and cid not even have the 
J slightest idea that she was 
\ ‘mocking me! Tube Light- a dull- 
¥ head or slow coach. One 
whois miserably stow in un- 
derstanding things. This, 1 
realized only during the 

summer holidays, that year. 

During the holidays, my mother wes 
keen that | spend my time usefully by 
learning a foreign language. She wanted 
‘me to choose German. Nalini happened 
tomeet my mother and recommended an 
‘organisation called IFL - Insitute for For- 
ign Languages, which she had joined, 


1 hearing the name IFL, | 
thought that it would have a 
big premises with several 
classes, many students, and 

probably Anglo-Indian looking teachers 
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with their accents, 

Bult, itwas just the size ofa store room, 
with ten chairs, no tables and what re- 
mained was a square foot area for the 
teacher to stand on one leg, If the person 
wanted to stand on both legs, he had to 
remove a chair and utilise that space. 

As | hesitantly entered, | saw two 
people standing outside, probably because 
they had preferred standing in the open to 
sitting inside a dungeon. Inside there was 
the teacher, with a Naamam’ on his fore- 
head and wearing a Kadhar Vesht,” who 
welcomed me. 

“Are you new?" he asked me. 


“Yes, sir.” 
down, For a brief moment | 


Y wondered whether | was re- 


ally late. | was told that the class began at 
four thiny. looked at my watch and it was 
4:32. Why must he say “too late?” Or was 


igious mark onthe forehead, 
‘hott 
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‘ou are too late. But, anyway 
sit down,” he said and | sat 














it two minutes late? 1 
started concentrating on 
my German. The classes 
went on for twenty min- 
utes, and | sincerely 
noted down all that he 

said, When the class 

‘was over, | went out, 

and saw several peo- 
ple standing outside. 

Funny, I thought All 

these people must really 

hate the dungeon, But itso 

happened that they started 

‘moving inside the class, and 

a new teacher was accompa- 

rying them in, Only then did | re- 

lise that those people were actu- 
ally wating for the next class to begin. 

‘hurriadhome, and told my mother that 

| was late for the class that day. 

must be there at 4’0 clock tomor- 

| old her, The phone rang and my 

‘mother wont to answer i 

“its Your classmate,” she said, 
| wondered who it was and when the 
person on the line yelled out a “Hello! 

TToyall", | knew, Iwas Nicky. 

"Did you attend the German class?” 
she asked, 






“What did they teach you?" 
" poeooG@QFMAN! 

‘Of course, ! know that Teeyal. Tell me, 
‘what they taught you in German”, she 


asked, and I tried to recollect 


“That is English’ 


icky must have got weary of 

waiting. So, she said, “Tell 

mea sentence in German.” 
Mmm... Wait.” 






“God! Give me time to think, Nicky! 
‘An...yes. Comment allez vous?” 

“What is that?” 
"That is German for, how are you?" | 











"Oh! Really?” she asked and laughed, 
laughed and laughed. “Stop laughing.” | 
yelled feeling rather hurt and put the re- 
ceiver down, 

In the next day’s class, the teacher 
wrote in a slip, the name of a book and 
asked me to purchase it immediately. | 
went to a shop which sold exclusively Ger- 
rman books. 

1 showed him the sip. 

The shopkeeper kept staring at it for 
some time, 

“This... we don't have. We have only 
German books,” he said. 

“What do you think this is then?” 

“This,” he said witha smile, isa French 
book.” 


10 





“What? A French 








book?” 
"Yes." 

How could that 

be? A German 


teacher has recom- 
mended his student a 
French book? lime 
diately rang up my 
teacher and asked 
him why he had 
wanted me to buy @ 


French book, 
“Toleam,” he re- 
plied 
“But, Sir... havea 
doubt," | said. 





“You may have your 
CJ souris cleared in the class 

Tomorrow. But, let us. get one 

doubt cleared. What do you learn in a 
French class? French only, | believe.” 

A after all attended French 

classes instead of German 

CCiasses. Nicky had laughed because she 
knew | was speaking French. | had not 
‘gone late for my first class, but the batch 
that was waiting outside, was the class | 
hhad to be with. I took me a long time to 
understand this. 

So, What do you think makes me a 
Tube Light? 

|1am sixteen years old, 

‘had taken three months to understand 
that Teeyal meant a tube light, one year to 
understand that tube light meant a dull 


head, and sixteen years to understand that 
| was (don't rub it in) a Dull Head! 


{this stage, wel, all of you 
must have realised that | had 


AMSA 
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PLAN AHEAD AND BE AHEAD 
IMMER CLASSES 1997 


State /Matric / CBSE 


Students moving to X Std, PLUS1, PLUS 2 !! 


Learn your lessons of the next 
senior class in advance 
during vacation (23/4/97 to 6/6/97) 


and improve your academic ability! 


MATHS, PHYSICS, 
CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY 





Salient Features 


* 
e 
*e 
*e 
*% 


Prof . K.Nagarajan 


The course aims in giving first hand information 
about the lessons of the next senior class. 


The question collection will be helpful towards 
preparation for the board examinations, 


Well qualified and devoted faculty. 
Regular conduct of classes. 

SUMMER CLASSES ‘97 is our Fourteenth Session. 
Separate classes for girl students at PLUS 2 level. 


TEND SUMMER Classe, 


wn Wai A COMPUTER Free, 


LAKSHMI COACHING-SYSTEMS 


44/2, Venkatnarayat 
T.Nagar, Chennai - 17 Ph: 434 2657 


‘Venue : Guntur Subbiah Pillai School, 





















to compare me with Sinduja,” pro- 

tested Uday angrily. “It's alw 
she did this and she did that and why 
am | not doing all those things. 
Look Mummy, | cannot do 
‘everything she can do 
and vice versa. 







H ‘ow many timés have | told you not 








t all started 
when — the 
progress re 

port arrived. As usual, 

Sinduja topped her class 

and Uday was an above 

average student but not a 

topper. The lectures from 
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his parents seemed endless. “Look how 


your sister plans her studies. How carefully 
she studies right from the beginning. It was 
‘not the same with Uday. 

Uday would spend his entire evening in 
the nearby playground and by the time he 
sat to study, he would be hungry and after 
dinner he was very sleepy. He barely spent 
about 30 minutes studying. It was always 2 
problem for mother to make him sit and 
study. While Sinduja participated in all the 
academic competitions like elocution, es- 
say writing etc, Uday kept away trom them. 
Mother was really worried. However, the 
comparison with Sinduja always irritated 
Uday, 


their annual examination. Mother was 

really worried. She wanted her chil- 
dren to bag the proficiency prizes in their 
respective classes. There was no doubt 
about Sinduja. But Uday. 

It was their sports day. Uday left for 
school very early in the morning. Sinduja 
stayed at home and she was to go with 
her parents in the evening to attend the 
prize distribution function 

The playground was colourfully 
decorated. And who was that in the 
victory stand... It was Uday. He re- 
ceived first prize in the 100m hur- 

dies. Then came the 400 m dash. It was 
Uday again! Mother could not believe her 
eyes. Uday bagged several prizes. He 
was the Sub-Juniors Champion. 

“Sinduja, why didn’t you participate 
in any of the events?” Pat came the reply 
from Sinduja: "Look Mummy, | am not 


T= was less than a month left for 


Wh fe 


What's the difference 
between a music direc- 
tor and a corpse? 

‘One composes and 
the other decomposes, 

Vishnu Vardhan, 
Hyderbad. 


Uday, Do not compare 
me with him.” 

Next month when the 
progress report came 
as usual Sinduja stood 
first in her class and 
Uday had secured the 
eighth rank, But the 
usual comparisons 
were absent. “You have 
done quiet well and | 
am sure you will do bet- 
ter, Uday!” said mummy 
with an encouraging 
smile. And uday was 
determined to do even 
better next time, 








P.V.Subha Siva Prasad, 
Std Vill 

Nirmala Metriculation 
School, 
Chidambaram. 
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[UNDIR STORIES 








ister and Brother Undir were pre- 

paring for their exams. Sister, who 
was more experienced and did well in 
her exams, often advised Brother, "You 
must anticipate what you are likely to 
Ibe asked. Once you know how to fig- 
lure out expected questions, itis much 
easier to prepare,” she said. 

"But, how does one guess?” Brother 
was not particularly good at that kind 
of thing. 

“Pay close attention to what teach: 
lers say in class, especially when the 
lexams come close. Most teachers 











hint!" Sister explained 

“don't like writing essays! English 
teacher always says my essays don't 
have proper beginning, middle and an 
jend! Last time she asked me why the 
whole essay was one long para! 
Brother grumbled. He had written three 
pages on ‘My Favourite Book’ with 
any paragraph divisions, 

“And another important thing - 
Inever forget to revise. You must, 
absolutely must, set aside time for 
Ja quick revision after you are 
done! 

"This time | will revise! 
lagreed Brother who had 


been ashamed of his care: 
less mistakes in a maths test 
The sums had all been easy, 
Ibutinstead of adding he had 
[carried out subtraction and 
lost marks. Mama and Papa 
[Undir had been most annoyed 





Wine Worden! 


‘And his rival in class, Kutti Mouse, had 
been rather pleased! 


P apa Undir came in and 
heard some of the conversation 
between Sister and Brother. "Remem- 
ber the four golden rules for doing well 
in exams; anticipate, prepare, write 
quicklyto be able tofinish on time, and 
revise after you have done! 

‘ must beat Kutt this time!” Brother 
Undir said. So saying he began to pre- 
pare in earnest. 

He sat down to study for his Eng- 


lish language paper. “Hmm! Essay! 
What shoud I write about? Anticipate. 

Teacher was saying something about 
family, animals, nature, a pet! I think 
this time we may be asked to write 
about ‘My Pet’. Most of the others will 
write about their pet cat or puppy ora 
parrot ibe diferent, I'm going towrite 


ber 
a 
RULES! 








“4 
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[about “My Cow’, Next, prepare. 


rother wrote out an essay on 'My 

Cow’. He got Sister to suggest 
improvements. Mama Undir helped him 
make some corrections. His final 
version was ready. Papa heard 
him read itover several times, 
Brother even wrote it out 
[without looking at the 
original. No paragraph 
mistakes, no spelling 
mistakes. It was finally per- 
fect! He felt confident. He had 
memorised his ‘My Cow’ essay so 
thoroughly that he could say’ out loud 
without a single interruption even if you 
just woke him up from sleep, 


oon their exams began. Both, Sis- 

ter and Brother Undirhad studied 
ard and were well prepared. Sister 
had her Maths paper first. Brother 
started with English. Mama and Papa 
Undir wished the two of them good luck 
and waved good-bye, 

‘Assoon as Brother got his question 
paper, he gave it a quick look, picked 
Out the essay question first and began 
to write. He did not want to waste any 
time, “Write quickly and then revise!” 
he thought to himself as his pencil flew 
over his paper, He completed the es- 
say on 'My Cow’ without slipping up 
leven once and then moved on to other 
Jquestions. He was rather pleased with 
his performance. There were five more 
minutes left. He started to revise, com- 
paring the questions with what he had 
written. 

“OH MY GOD! The essay question 
says MY MOTHER, but I've written 











‘about My COW! What do | do, there's, 
only five minutes left!” Brother had to 
think and act fast. Wherever he had 
used the word ‘cow’, he started cutting 
it out and replacing it with ‘mother’ 
think it wall Work. After all, the 
cow gives milk and so does 








mother!” he thought, working furiously. 

‘Only one minute more! Please 
check that you have written your roll 
numbers correctly! I'm coming around. 
to collect your answer sheets!” an- 
nounced teacher. 

Brother's paper was taken away just 
as he replaced the last cow with 
mother! His hands were shaking with. 
nervousness as he handed in his pa- 
per. 

Athome Brother did not tell anyone 
what had happened. "I think | did OK! 
(hope | beat that Kutt!” was all that he 
said 

"I did well too!” said Sister Undir, 
“But there was one question where | 
kept getting a remainder in division! | 
don't like remainders! | hope that sum 
was correct!” Sister was worried 

itwas a busy month with Sister and 
Brother studying most of the time. 
Mama Undir remarked to Papa, "What 
peace we have at home! Hardly any 
fights!” 
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~ Sa 


"Just you wait tll he exams are over 
land done with! Then all the arguments 
land fighting will start all over again!” 
Papa said. 





oon it was time for the results 
to start trickling in. Each subject 
Bacher began to return their exam pa- 
pers, Sister had done very well. Shad 
Brother... so far, And then, finally, it was 
the day of the English class. Brother 
\waited expectantly, wondering what 
might have happened. He got his pa- 
peer back. This is what it looked like 


MY COW MOTHER 

| have a egw mother. She has 
four legs. She is mostly brown in col- 
four, but also has some white 
patches. | have named her Dhenu. 
My cg mother gives me milk every 
day, She eats grass, leaves and 
cotten seeds. There is a large, red, 
plastic tub for her to drink water out 
of. 

We have a separate place for 
Dhenu to stay. | help my family in 
keeping the céw's mother's shed 
clean. Her dung is picked up and 
stored in a separate place since it 











plegted 
sarelee 


makes very good] 
‘manure for the gar- 
den. 


SBP eacher had put 

several x 
clamation marks and 
question marks on the 
essay, Brother got 
three out of ten on it 
“While the choice is 
wrong, he is awarded 
some marks for presence of mind ina 
sitvation of strees.” she had written 
while grading his paper, When Mama 
and Papa saw it, they had a good 
laugh. Sister began to tease him mer- 
cilessly 











“A four legged mother 
Has my dear Brother; 
He feeds her grass 
Ina shed she rests, 


She is brown and white 
Her dung a delight; 
Avery rich manure 

Helps the garden for sure. 


Her milk Brother milks 
Full glasses he drinks 





‘Stop! Stop! A-a-a-al” shouted 
Brother Undir, chasing Sister around 
the dining table! Round and round they 
fan, screaming deliriously! 

“That's the end of peace and quiet 
at home!” exclaimed Papa Und 

' suppose it was 100 good to last!” 
agreed Mama. 


Anuradha Khati Rajivan 
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Gok 
Goku 
Gokulam 





T 





























ACROSS: 
Public park (7) 
Past tense of meet (3) 
One plus one (8) 

Wise old (5) 
Purchase (8) 
Midday (7) 


Seerxran 
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2a ras 


10. 


Mrs. K.C.Murthy, Chennai. 
Solution on page 65 


Down: 
Female deer (3) 
Consumed (8) 
Unruly crowd (5) 
Plaything (5) 
Tiny fairy (5) 
Container (3) 








Ihenever we think 
of Lord Krishna, the 
picture that comes to our He is surrounded by gopikas and 





a S 
4 
( ( mind |s a feather-crowned caltle - all deeply lost in the magic of 
a young lad, playing a flute the sweet music lowing from the flute. 
WS under the shade of a tree. Most of you may wonder 
HY why Krishna dances with 
so many Gopikas. 
Wo ( BEE VS 

SJ ZA [ 
Z,  f Ni de f\ \X 
A 


Zz 
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Well, the story 
goes like this. 
Before the Dwapara 
Yuga; that is the era when 
Lord Vishnu reincarnated as 
Lord Krishna and ruled Dwaraka 
along with his brother Balarama: 
Lord Vishnu was born in the Ikshvaku 
dynasty as Lord Rama. It is said that 
Lord Rama was a very handsome 
young man with a pleasant personal 
ity and soft manners. Everyone was 
attracted towards his magnificent 
personality, 

Several women were so obsessed 
by his looks and features that they 
wanted to marry him, So in order to 
please Lord Rama, they did penance 
for many years. Pleased by their 
devotion, Lord Rama appeared before 
them. He decided to grant them a wish, 
When they expressed their 
peculiar desire, he 
said to them 
that he was al- 
ready married and 
an “Ekapathnivrathudu” (one 


SG 
who is loyal to his wife and 
on no condition will marry anyone 
else). He would, however, full their 
wish in his next incarnation as Lord 
Krishna. So the gopikas who 
always surround him are none 
other than his devotees who did 
penance to be near him. 

So, whenever anyone 
accuses Lord Krishna of 
being a flit do narrate this Ad Oo. Qa, 
tale. | think after reading SCS 
this story most of you will 
agree that whatever 
God does, there is 
areason behind 
it 



















B.Swapna, 
Bolarun. 




















ch to the relief of the in- 
habitants of Madhuban 
forest, tiger population 
had dwindled, Thanks to the trig- 
ger-happy hunters and gun-totting 
poachers. But some wildlife enthu- 
siasts protested, "We can't think of 
a forest without the tigers, They will 
soon become extinct, They play 
an important role in maintaining the 
balance of nature.” 

Strict vigilence prevented tiger 
poaching and the 


number of tigers Ww 





in Madhuban 
had now in- 


creased! 


ace. 

“A tiger killed my stag yester- 
day!" cried the doe. “He left noth- 
ing of him, except the head and 


the hooves!" 
20 


ut gloom descended on 
all the other animals . The 
tigers had become amen- 











Z t yy 
his head. “! can't imagine life 
Tt 14 r in Madhuban forest 
AN D without the animals!" 


tHedeckel ees 





“Thad to witness the killing of my 
young one!” waited mother 
elephant. 

“Iwas shocked to see a tiger try- 
ing to whisk away my little darling!" 
said mother rhino, angrily 

"They do not spare even small 
creatures like us!” said the hare, 
tearfully, 

“The increase in their number is 
a great threat to us!” the wildboar 
grunted angrily. 

“They are killing all the animals 
of our forest, from a tiny hare to a 
big butfalo,” said the elephant, 

"Soon there will be no animals 

left in Madhuban forest!" The 
sambar's voice choked. He 
had tears in his eyes. 

The butfalo was mud lark: 
ing in a shallow pool, He raised 


Jet's go 
“and ask 
‘king. ti- 


“1 





monkey, standing 
on the branch of a tree. 

“How can you change the habit, 
of the wild rogues?” the buffalo lost 
his temper. “We must teach the ti 
ger a good lesson!” He glared at 
the monkey with his red hot eyes, 
“No tiger will be allowed to live in 
our forest!” 

“Right, right!” the wild boar rose 
to his feet excitedly. “Madhubaa 
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will be a better place to live with- 
out the tigers” 

“Yes, yes!” cried the rhino, 
thumping the ground, “We want 
the tigers’ death, friends. Let's 
fight!" 

“Death to the tigers of 
Madhuban!” cried the wild boar, 
the bristles on his neck rising like 
spikes, 

But the other animals kept quiet 
They looked al each other with fear. 

“How can a small animal like 
me fight a tiger,” said the t 
timidly. 





“Nobody can save the ti- 
‘gers today!” The wild boar's blood 
shot eyes blazed with wrath 
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asier said than done, 
“Ee said the monkey. 
| can't dare to fight 
a tiger,” said the deer. 
The wild boar looked at them 
angrily. | 

My dear brothers," the wis 
bear now stood up. "We should 
think twice before we act!” 

‘What do you mean?” asked the | 
boar, whirling around in blind rage. 
Brother boar has the 
worst temper 























in our forest, 
laughed the bear, showing his 
white teeth, "But even ffwe're able | 
to kill a tiger, men will not forgive | 
us!" he warned 

All the animals stared at him in 


Ha 


stunned bewilderment. “What's the 
matter?” asked the rhino in sur 


prise 
ven't you heard of 

“WT PROJECT TIGER 

corellaunched by them? 
asked the bear. 

"Project tiger?" the anima 
looked at him with wide eyed won- 
der. 

'Yes," replied the t ‘Madhu 
ban forest is under "Project Tiger 
They will create a hullabaloo over 
the death of a single tiger. Do you 
know that?" 

“Yes, I've heard about It ald 
the elephant, “Tigers 
cially protected by men, Oh God! 
We can't antagonise They 
have guns! 

The animals were speechles: 
The mere mention of the gun made 
everyone turn pale. 

Do you know men are spen 
ing lakhs of rupees to save a tiger? 
asked the bear, looking at the boar. 














re now 














Vyecyhe | Ani- 
iTimais 
iwere 





stunned, Their 
eyes went up 
in disbelief 
They kept 


2 


a for some time. 

‘Oh, pooh!” The chital was the 
first to speak. “They are spending 
lakhs for tigers and nothing for us!” 

| do agree with you,” said the 
bear, with a mournful smile, 

‘Little has been done for other 
animals of Madhuban."" 

Theyre not showing any con- 
for us,” said the boar, regret- 


















hame, shame!” cried the ani- 
mals in one voice 

They were very much disheart. 
ened, The bear tried to cheer them 
up, “It's true, we cannot kill a tiger. 
But we have the right to self-de: 


The animals looked at him 





aslinghy. 
havea hundred ways 

‘the attack of the tigers,” 

said the bear. “Don't forget. We 
ap teeth, slew and 

The inhabitants of Madhu: 








ban forest heaved a sigh of relief. 
“Hear, hear!” They struck their tails, 
on the ground to applaud the wise 
and intelligent bear. The bear ac- 
knowledged it with a bow. 

The elephant was the first to 
speak, "Look at my heavy legs and 
murderous tusks!” He banged the 
end of his trunk against the 
ground, “I'll crush the tiger un- 
der my legs and pierce him with 
my tusks!" 

“rit charge the tiger with my 
powerful horns!" The buffalo 
thumped the ground angrily. "Let 
him attack, me!” 

“Have you seen the fearful horn 
‘on my snout?" boasted the rhino. 
"Would it not be foolish for the ti- 
ger to face me?” He looked at them. 
proudly. 

“1m not as big and powerful as 
my thino brother is,” said the boar. 
“But | am far from cowardly! Once 
attacked, I'll rip the tiger with my 
fighting knives!" He curled his up- 
per lip, displaying his canines, 
curved upwards and shining like 
silver! 

“VIL inflict to the tiger fatal 
wounds. Look at my sharp antlers 
and hoofed legs," said the sambar, 
and he hit a rock with his hoof, 
making a metallic sound. 

“Lam a fast runner," said the 
chital deer. I'l take to my heels as 
soon as | spot the tiger. | will gain 
safety by flight!” 

“TIL climb up a tree at the sight 
of the tiger and make faces at him! 
laughed the monkey, hanging by 
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rll simply vanish as soon as | 
spot the tiger,” said the hare, with 
mischief twinkling in his eyes. 
‘How will you do that?" asked 
the bear staring at him curiously. 
“Vl fool the tiger by lying down 
on the ground and keeping dead 


stil,” explained the hare. 
All the animals looked at him ad- 
miringly. 





he cunning jackal knew 
that the tigers were the 
most powerful animals in 
Madhuban forest. He must not an- 
tagonize the king of the jungle, but 
‘must remain in his good books. The 
sly jackal, slunk away and ran to- 
wards the tiger's den. 
“Oh! Dear Uncle tiger,” cried 
the jackal, panting 
It was shortly before noon. The 
Lord of Madhuban Forest was en- 
joying his midday siesta in his lair, 
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my paw! I'll stalk them near enough 
1em in a lightning pounce, 
ich hold of their necks. Who 













alter a heavy meal 
Much annoyed to be av 
the shrill c 

Grerete-rr @ tiger rolled his red-shot 
‘Who dared to di m d his sharp teeth and 








ber?" He of hed his tail in great excitement, 
grimaced at Grrr! 
Eta tu! Oh Uncle!” cried the frightened 





Uncle!” said the 
What's tr 
tiger. "Is the fc 
t's worse th 





he looked at the angry 
jackal, your nephew! 
ce was trembling with fear. 

‘Oh, Yes!” replied the tiger, I'l 
ever forget you, my nephew! 
‘You are great, Uncle Tiger! 
J the jackal as he broke into a 

J smile and moved his tail 
from side to side 


000+" The tiger lear 
MAY) 000!" The tiger leapt And you know, from thet day, 
hee king [ackals sneak after tigers for the 





the inhabitants of Madhubar 
est are conspiring to teach 
lesson!" The jackal t 
about the meeting 

















yes wide. “I'm the k 
of the jungle!" roared he, fumir raps of left over food from the 
with anger. “Look a kills of the Lord of the jungle! 
paws! Look at my sharp f 





Sukhendu Dutta, 
Calcutta 





kill my prey with a single bi 
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Here comes the conning April, 
‘A month joll of thrill. 
We can have our own game, 
Of fulfilling our little aim. 
We make the clever ones at school, 
That day, lock @ stupid fool! 
It is the game which we play 
Giving laddoos made of clay! 
People jump out of feor, 
Lest they be made the joc! oj the year! 


Shrecya A. Pondit (aged 17), 
Thane (W) - 400601. 














(IN THE WILD 








J] was a cool evening. The rain 
had just stopped and they had 
come out to collect food. For 

Joey, it was a brief outing - one of 

those rare occasions, when mother 

allows him to go around all by 

himself! He could not imagine do: 

ing that some two months back 
Joey was excited. The experi 

‘ence of moving alone and hopping 

around was new Other 








‘0 him. 





children of his group - most of them 
older than him - were going 
on long jumps 
Joey too joined 
them. He hopped 
and jumped and for- 
got everything about 
home, about mother, 
| Suddenly he heard the 
shouts and cries and 
saw the elders of his 
group rushing towards the 
children 





Some danger! 
})_|Some enemy 

@ must have come 
nearby. | must quickly get into 
| my home. | should first go to my 





AUSTRALIAN “= 
MARSUPIALS 


mother. Mother, 0... Mother. 
Where are you? 

Joey looked up at all those 
ming towards them, 

‘Oh! no, How | am to spot my 














mother? M...other 

Joey gave out a loud call. But 
his mother recognised him. She 
reached him and leaned forward 
towards him. Joey caught hold of 





the edges of his home, the pouch: 


He put in his head first and then 
curled in, his body quickly. At last, 
his 


he is back home 

















% 
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sibling, 


S —-The new baby, formed 
as a fertilized egg soon af- 
ter he (Joey) was born had 


waited till Joey became big 

enough and left the pouch 
The fertilised egg gets im- 
planted in the womb some 11 
months after Joey was born. 







he new one is born after § 
or 6 weeks. Guided by 
the smell of the pouch it 
quickly crawls up into the pouch, 
The new born is just the size of 
the thumb nail and cannot see. 
There is no sibling rivalry between 
the two, The old Joey continues to 
drink milk from his mother until he 
is 18 months old, Atter that the male 
joins other males of the group and 
the female stays close to her 
mother. 

By two years, itis ready for mat- 
ing, Usually the tall and bulky 
among the males dominates and 
fights with other competitors to win 














warm pouch at the belly of 
his mother Kangaroo! 





hat is how the 
young one of the 
Kangaroo is 
called, does not move 
out of the pouch until 
six months of age. 
For the next six 
months, he is al 
lowed to stray out 
for brief periods 
for he has not yet de: 
veloped the sense to forse 
dangers and take quick actions, By 
the end of his first year, Joey 
has to vacate his home for the ne 
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anybody can learn this 
interesting and useful course 

(Age 6 to 60) 

Come on! Write your address 
‘and put a 2/-Rs. Stamp inside 
the cover, mail it, for details. 
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Why did the skeleton climb 
a tree? 
Because the dogs were 
after his bones. 
M.Siva Prasad, 
Hyderabad. 


over the females. Another 
generation of babies are born. Butt 
strictly one at a time and one baby 
a year. Isn't this nature's boon to 
spare the mother the difficulty of 
carrying too many at a'time in her 
pouch? 





3 he Kangaroo lives for an av- 
erage life span of 23 years, 
The males are larger in size 
reaching upto 5 to 6 feet measured 
from head to tail. They are heavier, 
100, They like to eat grass and small 
plants. There was a time when Kan- 
garoos were giving trouble to 
farmers. Farms were destroyed in- 
discriminately. But today they are 
a protected species — a symbol 
of pride for the people of Austraia 
and Tasmania where they are found 
in good number. 
Jayashree Saranathan, 
Hosur. 
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SAARC 


His here are 
seven SAARC 
(South Asian Asso- 
ciation for Regional 
Cooperation) coun- 
tries. Can you spot 
them? 
L. Ravindra, 
Mysore - 570 010. 








RAS UY 
GNAB 

SUSEA 
ZX Rea 
OoBIAL 
ANLKL 
HBAEA 
1 ON BP 
FDKHE 
NU ACN 

















nce, 
SCORPION SCARE 


Oessy:nyoas 
bia par. Te 
tl of Bano es. The ees 


























ym when we decided to 
the path, lsaw a 
to rest my feet for a minute. 
sn tated screaming and 
pion in my 











sh the scor 
hte. The scar 
‘twig with dry 


Megha Prakash, 
Presidency school, Bangalore. 
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EXPERIENCE 


My family members 
were totally upset that day. It was 
much later, that l remembered some 
thing, | told them that the previous 
night | had played with turmeric 
powder, kumkum powder and wa- 
ter. | hadn't washed myself after 
that, So | was yellow all over. 

The morning's waste of time, 
energy and severe tension was all 


AN UNFORGETTABLE 


This happenedon anew year's day. 
(On the fist of January, | woke up at 
6.am as usual, On seeing me, my 
mother screamed and looked 
shocked. My face, hands and legs 

were yellow in colour 
severe attack of jaundice,” sald 
everyone, Since it was a holiday, 
there was no doctor nearby. Atlast, 
we found a doctor and she tested 
me, She told us not to worry 
and gave some medi- 

cines, 





NEW/ YEAR 


due to this. When | think of it row | 
{eel like laughing at myself, Really 
it was an unforgettable new year. 
S. Sindu (aged 12), 
Trichy - 637001. 
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But, my father once told me 
that they were monkeys. 
Ram: But we aren't talking about 
your ancestors. 

J. Danatakshmy Jothy 
(aged 12), 
Pondicherry - 605 001 
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Hari was going 
lon a holiday to) }) | 
FSylhis grandparent’ |) 
Willage. 
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Is this some joke! 
Who are you? 
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Screeches toa 
halt! Just in time— 











What have you 
found, shag? 
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Power of the 
Starlings! Guide me. 




















[that night at 
Haris house— 
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T twas a spring day. In the 
Green Woods all the birds 
and animals were out. Some played 

about and some others chirped or 

chatted under and around the trees. 

On a patch of grass sat a mouse, a 
squirrel and a parrot, Just then a crow, 
with its beak open, flew in there. He 
seemed to be eager to tell his pais 
something 

Have you heard,” he almost panted 
out, “that the tortoise who lives over 
there has gone on a trip round the 

world?’ 

The tortoise on a trip round the 
world?" repeated the three. Then they 
faughed at what they thought was a 
good joke. 

it isnot a joke," said the crow. "His 

neighbour, the frog, told me 

about it. He wished the tortoise 

a happy journey day before yes- 
terday. 

But the tortoise,” said the red 
beaked parrot, “never told me any- 
thing about the trip when | met him 
last week.” 

“The frog 























says that it all happened sud- 
denly," answered the crow. “The tor- os 
toise had no time to call on anybody. —~ 

“What made him go on such a trip?” asked 
the squeaky mouse. “Doesn't he know how big 
the world is and how slow he is?” 

“Even in his whole life he will not be able to 
go round the world,” remarked the squirrel, his 
tail up in the air. 

“Give him 100 rs,” putin the parrot, 

yet he will not, the slow fool.” 
“He is a fool indeed,” said the mouse. “The 
distance is so long, There are so many hurdles 
in the way, Just think of the high hills and deep 
seas. | am afraid he will die midway. 






nice itis here. He must 
come back and enjoy 
himself like us. If at all 
he feels like taking a 
long walk, let him go 
found the woods. 

The others liked the 
idea, The crow andthe 
parrot got ready to fly. 
But they did not know 











‘or amoment the four fell silent, They had 
F known the tortoise for pretty long. He was 
‘@ good fellow, But they had never thought that which way to go. 
he was so foolish. They pitied him for the risk "Look, who comes 
he had taken. there!" said the parrot 
“You said that he left day before yesterday, &*citedly. 
didn't you?" said the squirrel. "He should not __ All looked up and 
have gone far yet. If you two, crow and parrot 8@W the tortoise. As 
fly, you will soon catch up with him. You must 
go and tell him to go no further on this unwise 
venture. 



























“Yes, we must stop 
him," said the 
mouse. "How 















usual, he was coming up slowly, 
Though rather tired, he seemed to 
be beaming with joy. 

"He did not go,” said the squir- 
rel, with a sigh of relief, 

“No, | did go," uttered the tor 


toise, coming near, "I just came 
back from the trip around the 


world,” 

he four burst into laughter. 

Th} *boyourneanto say, asked 

the parrot, “that the world is smaller 
than these woods?” 
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A German shepherd dog 


oO That sleeps like a log 
a And an aquarium with 16 fish. 


Mollies, Guppies, and gold, 
Angels and black mores that’ re bold, 
And my Dog's best pass-time 

< Is to watch the fish, 

And mine is to watch both of them, 


Abhimanyu Kumar, Std Il 
Mount St. Mary's School, 
New Delhi. 110.070 G 
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'No," was the reply. “It is wider 
than your wildest dreams.” 

"Then how did you go round it 
50 soon?" asked the mouse, with 
a twinkle in his beady eyes. 

"I did not go on foot," said the 
tortoise. “I was invited to join an 
animal welfare group on a round 
the world flight!” 

Wow!” shouted the four friends, 
They hugged and kissed the tor- 
tolse who had been so honoured. 


©.P.Bhagat, New Delhi. 
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A. Aswini, 
Steel plant Mat. High School, 
Arakkonam. 








[S.M.Shobana, hae 
St. Mary's Primary School, 








Kannan, 
Std Vill, DAEC School, 
Kalpakkam. 


























Tn Japan broken dolls are not 
thrown away but are buried in the 
school play ground every June. A 
Buddhist priest presides over the 
ceremony. 


A scientist weighed people im- 
mediately before and after death 
and concluded that the human 
soul weighs 219. 










The over ot 
London is notin London. It es 
in Stepney. 
Tetook seventy six years to bulla 
the great pyramid, 






There is enough telephone cable under 
NewYork to reach 
venus, 


An art stu- 
dont in Protoria 
who submited a 
picture drawn by 
a chimpanzee, 
instead ofhis own 
was awarded a 
ass mark by his 
examiners. 


Twenty 
ants held up a 
Melbourne 
electric train for twenty six 
minutes. They crawled intoa steel 
casing of the electric signal 
mechanism and the signal 
remained permanently at 
stop. 
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Itattthe zips on earth were laid end 
toend they would reach the moon and 
back twice 


A cuit’ tron ies ae sorte than ts back 
anes which help it torn faster, 


James W Marshall, the man 





who discov- 
= ed gold 
“e, in Califor- 





died a 
pauper. 

A chur 
ch in 
Burensey 
Channel 
Islands, has 
accomoda 
tion for six 
persons only and is claimed as the 
‘smallest church in the world. 


Maria Feodorewna accidently 
caught sight of the following note 
appended to the bottom ofa death 
warrant: “Pardon impossible, tobe 
sent to Siberia.” Maria transposed 
the comma so that itread, “Pardon, 
impossible to be sent to 
Siberia.” Whereupon 
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the convict was 
released. 


«a block of ice buried 33 ft below 
ground level in Siberia, was found 
to be alive 


Young men in Malagasy Indian 
Tribes must pay their fathers for the 
right to grow taller than them. 


Workers on Japanese building 
sites sometimes use kites to carry 
bricks up tall buildings. 

















Lakshimi Ravindran 
Std XI, Rosary Matric, 
Chennai -20. 
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Once a pious man 
found a blind man begging for food in the bazaar. 
He took pity on him, went to him and asked, “Will you be my 
guest for lunch today? | am going away from my home on an 
urgent work. Please drop at my house by twelve O’ clock. Here 
is my address.” 

After finishing his work, he returned home and said to his 
wife, “I have invited a blind man for lunch today. Prepare food 
for two more persons.” 

The wife, surprised, asked, “Why food for two 
when you have invited only one person.” 

The pious man smiled and 
replied: 

“Don't you know that a 
blindman always 
requires the help 
and guidance of 
another!” 









Kolar Krishna lyer, 
Tirupati - 517 501. 
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Bp) ondu Monkey plucked an- 

sn apple from the tree 

Lying in a comfortable posi- 

tion on a strong branch he began 

munching the big, red, juicy apple. 

This was his sixth apple of the 
day. 

“Bondu, you lazy good-for-noth- 
ing! Why don't you get down and 
work! Why don't you too, like the 
rest of us, help in growing these 
very apples you rel- 
ish!" Aar Rabbit 
yelled. 

With all of you 
working so hard | 
fon't have to 





















Bondu chuckled. "Without working, 
if | eat a few fruits I'm sure it doesn't 
amount to a huge loss to you.” 

"I warn you Bondu, you are 


inviting trouble on yourself,” Aar 
predicted 
“Poor Jealous you,” teased 
Bondu and plucked yet another 
apple with a defiant look at Aar. 
‘Aar turned away to continue nis 
work 


ardly had Bondu taken a few 
H bites from the apple that he 
suddenly felt giddy and lost 
balance. Being a natural expert at 
;inging on trees he managed to 
hold another branch during his fall 
downwards. He found himself 
ening and fell to the ground. 

Help...” he called out seeing Aar 

near-by. He belched and threw up. 
Weakly he called again. *...Please 
help...” 

Aar heard him, He ran towards 
Bondu’s feeble voice and 
found him on the ground turn- 
ing black and blue all over. 
“Bondu, are you O.K.?" he 
asked in panic, but didn't get a 

esponse. 

“Someone please call DrOwi, 











he said to the crowd of animals that 
had gathered around Bondu. 

In no time Dr.Owl was examin- 
ing Bondu. 
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How ishe?” asked the animals, 
in concern. 

Dr. Ow gave Bondu an injection, 
Nothing to worry,” he said, “He'll 
soon be O.K. Give him only 
water for two days and when he 
is better tell him to be more 
active rather than just 
eat and laze around. 

Someone _ inter- 
rupted, “Could the 
apple that he was 
eating be poisonous?’ ——-— 








to any activity at all. Activity or ex- 
ercising makes us stronger. Lazy 
Bondu is weak. The apple he ate 
may have been slightly under-ripe 
and Bondu’s system couldn't 
accept and digest it. It created 
problems - that's all,” 

Bondu gradually recovered and 
become conscious. He opened his 
eyes and was given water. He felt 
better. “Thank-you Doctor,” he said 
weakly, and thanks to you too, Aar. 
I'm sorry | called you names though 
you were right and | was wrong 

















‘And from then 
onwards lazy 
Bondu changed 
Not only did he 
become hard 
working but he 
also learnt to be 
nicer to every- 














body. “I learnt it from Aar," he 

Owl laughed. “No. Atree conte s with a smile. 
[) ) never grows poisonous Farhat Rehman, 
apples. Bondu is not used Bangalore. 
GOKULAM April 9 a9 



















nce upor’a time, there lived 
a king who was very fond of 
hunting. He used to frequent 
the forest and kill a number of ani: 
mals for sport 

One day, as he was setting out 
to hunt, his two children insisted 
that they accompany him on his 
hunting expedition. The king per 
suaded them to stay back, but the 
children were adamant. So, he fi 
nally agreed to take them along. 

Once inside the forest, 
the king left his children in 
the soldiers care and rode 
away to hunt. The two chil: 
dren played in the open 
ground before their tent. Sud- 
denly, as if by magic, the sol- 
diers who were guarding them 
fell asleep. When they woke 
























up, there was no 
trace of the 


children 


They searched every: 
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where but in vain, They feared that 
the king would sentence them to 
death when he found out that his 
children were missing. 


hen the king returned and 

came to know what had 

happened, he was fuming 

with rage. “Search every 

inch of the forest," he ordered and 

sent for more soldiers to help in the 

search, All efforts to trace the chil 
dren proved futile 

The king was dis: 

tressed, He did not have 















































the heart to return to his kingdom 
without his beloved children, 

Suddenly, the Goddess of the 
forest appeared before him and 
asked him the reason for his sor- 
rows, The king told her about his 
missing children and also stated 
that he could not live without them. 

(On hearing the kings words, the 
Goddess said, "Oh king! you are 
worrying over your two missing 
children but | have lost several of 
my children who have all been 
killed in this forest, 

“Who are your children and why 
have they been killed?" enquired 
the puzzled king 

“all the animals of the forest are 
my children, They have been killed 
cruelly in the name of hunting by 
you and your men. It has been 
breaking my heart,” said the God- 
dess. 





he king understood her feelings 
| | and ealisedhis mistake. He felt 
guilty, Atonce he promised that 
he would give up hunting. 
The goddess was pleased 
King! your children are 
safe in my custody,” 
said she 









smart. 
Doctor: 
head. 
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Patient: 
Doctor, the ointment 
‘you gave me makes my arm 


Then put it in your 


Sindu, Caged 12), 
Namakkal 


and Lo! The children appeared be: 
fore him. He thanked the Goddess 
and returned to his kingdom 
He, immediately banned all 
hunting and cruelty to animals in 
his kingdom. Soon the citizens be- 
gan to show love and affection to: 
wards nature and its creatures, 
Gangisetty Sivakumar, 
DVR. Pall, 




















was struggling with 

my maths home- 
work when the 
shrill ring of the tele- 
phone jolted me out of | 
my thoughts. | tried to 
ignore itand contin 
ued my work, when 
mama yelled at me 
from the kitchen. | 
finally answered 
it. 

WOW! | was 
bowled over by 
the news Shiela 

gave me, It was Mala didi’s* 
wedding the following 
week and Shiela invited 
me. Mala didi was Shiela's 
elder sister. | rushed to in- 
form mama about it. Soon! 
was dreaming. How beau- 
tiful Mala would look in her 









wear etc; v 


my maths prob- 
lems all forgotten, 


he much 
awaited day ar- 
rived. | got up 


early, had a bath, 
+ dressed carefully 
and set off to the 
bus stop where 












some of my friends would join 
me. 

The journey was quite uncomfort- 
able, it being a hot day. We got down 
at our stop, and proceeded to the 






marriage hall 
asking for directions. 

We finally reached the hall and 

were shocked to find it empty! Had 

we come to the wrong place? But no! 

How could all of us be mistaken? We 

decided to call Shiela, praying she 

was at home. We walked a litle fur- 

ther and found abig bungalow where 

we were sure there was aphone, ust / 

‘as we approached the gate a dog 

came from inside and started jump- 

ing and barking, We had no 

choice but to run away. A little 

further we spotted a house with 

phone connection, and we 

knocked at the door. A lady 

‘opened the door and see: 

ing five new faces was about 

to say something, when Neelam 

blurted "Auntie! Can we use your 

phone please?” “Of course - come in 

she said, “But only two of you." “OK, 

We agreed. Neelam and | went inside 

The house was spic and span, She 

showed us the telephone. It was then 

that | asked Neelam, Shiela’s tele- 


she.“Perhaps Mini 
knows.” She ran 
outside and to our 
ill luck all five of 


us did not know itand we had come to 
phone her! 

‘We sheepishly thanked the lady (for 
nothing at al) and came back to the bus 
stop. It was blazing hot, There was 
nothing we could do but go to Sheila's 
house, We reached her residence. And 
Horror of Horrors! There wasn't any 
decor or anything that resembles a 
bride's place. We stepped into the 
garden sweating and panting. We were 
quite tired by now. “Perhaps, the wed- 
ding was called off!” said Mini, “No! Can't 
be,” said her sister, “Lets hope every 
thing is fine," | cried, With several ques~ 
tions assaliing our thoughts we knocked. 
‘The door was opened by a blushing 
Shiela, who seeing our horrified faces 
burst out laughing “HOW WAS THAT? 
‘APRIL FOOLS!” 

‘Aysha, Bangalore 560 051 
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(CHELPARK COMPANY PVT. LTD. 
(890, Industrial Estate, Bangalore | 

















Creative corner 








WALL HANGING 


You need: 


1) Eighteen ice cream sticks (long ones) 
2) One satin ribbon of small width 

3) Some square or round mirror pieces. 
4) Small cloth/paper flowers 

5) Thick thread 

6) Fevicol 


‘Take the Ice cream sticks and stick them with fevicol as shown 
below: 


=O 8 & 


‘Then decorate it with flowers and mirror pieces. 


Make two more such pieces. 


Paper flowers 


Mirrors 





Make a loop and stick the 


thread on the ice cream stick. oS 
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Atthe back, stick the satin 


ribbon. 


Now your wall hanging is 


Shweta Chavan (aged 13), 
Std VIII, M.LT. School. 
Put 























erate PUZZLE 


UU 0 (OD 


Find the old names 
of the five places 
given in the clues 
and you get the 
name of a 
wonderful country. 























































































CLUES: 
OLDNAME FOR ETHIOPIA perenne 
OLD NAME FOR GREECE Anawera on page 66 

OLD NAME FOR BENIN SUahand (aged 12) 
OLD NAME FOR IRAN Bharathi Vidya Bhavan Hss, 








OLD NAME FOR IRAQ Erode : 638009 
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Tie 


annan and Kovalan were sipping a cup of tea 
in Murthy's tea-shop with Moti at their side 
begging for a bun, Kovalan threw him a piece 
which Moti caught deftly in the air. Meanwhile, 
Murthy arrived and said, "Did you know that the 
village elders have decided to hold a fair tomorrow?" 
“No, please tell us atiout it," requested Kovalan. 
Murthy cleared his throat and began, “Once in a 
year we have a fair in which all the temple deities are 
brought out in procession, Every household in the 
village countributes something towards this fair 
Moreover, traders, cow-sellers and drama players also 
participate in it to make it a success.” 
“Why don't we enact a play and earn some money 
for our club?” suggested Kannan. 
"Good idea, Why don't you call a 
‘meating of all he members of ‘Revolu- 
tion’?” suggested Kovalan. 
“"Bow-wow" barked Moti 
“Of course, you will be included in 
the play, Moti,” said Kannan. 





Ve) 












ater in the evening all the members of 
“Revolution” were crowded in the old 
cottage. Kannan spoke first. "To boost 
our financial situation, we propose to 
hold a play at he village fair. any of you have 
any suggestions, you are welcome to speak.” 

Murthy was the first to speak. 

“It would be a good idea if we stage 
“Mahabharatam’, We have plenty of members 
andit would be a grand suocess to have 
all of us involved in the play. | believe HP 
that there is no one who could play the 
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role of Bheema better than me.” 

Everyone agreed to Murthy’s idea 

and they decided that Kannan would play 

the part of Dharmaraja, Kovalan would 

play the part of Karna, Monohar the part 

F of Aruna, and Anand and Sathyam 
would play Nakula and Sahadeva. 





he rehearsals began. Each member of the club was 
involved in the activities. It seemed as though the whole 
village had come alive. Kannan with the help of his grandma 
had acquired the required land. Murthy with the help of his 
father had made arrangements for mats anda pandal 
(tent). Manohar with the help of his 








uncle who was a printer had got some 
tickets and a few posters printed. 
Each ticket had a value of two 
annas. One of the posters read: 
“Vanakkam'’, dear brothers and 
| sisters and the rest of the fam- 
ily. We are happy to inform you 
that a great troupe of artists 
who have successfully staged 
‘Mahabharatam’ in many towns 
are visiting this village and 
would hold the play on the aus- 
picious day of the village fair.” 
Anand and Sathyam had stuck the 


Namaste in Tamil 
annas: Currency n those days, 











60 





Z posters almost, 

in all parts of the 

village, The whole village was 

fullof great expectations and en- 
thusiasm. | 





he day of the vilage fair soon | 
dawned, 

All the boys were busy. 

Most of the members were | 

busy arranging the stage. Some of 

them were busy spreading the mats 

for the audience to sit properly and at 

the far end of the stage they arranged 

a few chairs for the village elders. In 

short, the whole stage was arranged 

and waited only for the play to begin. 

(To be continued) 

G. Ravi, Bangalore. } 
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(EXPERIENCE 










either, Quickly, | gob- 
bled up the 





twas exam time once 
again and | was 
studying very hard, We / 
had our exams inthe af 
temoon between 12.30 and ~~ 
2.00. | always went to schoo! half 
an hour early to revise with my friends 
and go through the points that | 


~N 
might have missed. a uniform, 





















locked my 
\ room and 
S eel hurried to 


school 
Puffing and panting, | reached 
the school building and was rather 
puzzled at not finding any of my 
class mates. | asked the maid as 
to why nobody had come yet. 
‘She said that the morning ses- 
sion was stil in progress. | was 
surprised, Itwas only then that 
| looked at my watch. And | 
discovered that the time was 
only 11’o clock. In my haste, 
\ al I had mistaken 10.45 for 11.45 and 
\ "That _ had come to school much earlier. 
\_ day, we had Maths and _ Since then, whenever | ook at the 
Language. | was tensed and occu- cl0Ck, | look at it twice so that | don't 
pied with the last minute revising. | make any mistake in reading the time. 








Tooked at the clock and to my shock C.PAnuradha (aged 14), 
saw that it was already 11.45. | still Florence Public School, 
hadn't eaten and was not | ready Bangalore-32. 
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HEN God created the world, 
everything on earth was fresh, 
plenty and beautiful. All the 
creatures enjoyed their lives. 

‘The humans considered themselves as superi- 

ors in God's creation. They assumed that God 

created everything for them. 

In the beginning, man was immortal. Death 
was unknown to him. 

Humans lived in the midst of plenty. All 

the trees bore luscious fruits. Animals 

gave their surplus milk to man. There was 

harmony in life on earth. 





"77 here was a whirlwind in the forest. 
When the bamboos dashed against 
each other, fire was created. The fire 
destroyed a portion of the forest. A few 
animals were caught in the middle of fire. They 
died. The men who saw the burnt and dead 
animals ate them. They found the fiesh tasteful. 
They began to eat meat. From vegetarians they 
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became non- 
vegetarians. 

Thereafter the 
humans started 
hunting the animals. 
They cut trees for 
fire-wood. 

‘The trees were very 
sad. They wanted to 
protest against the cruel 
behaviour of men. All the 
trees joined together and 
decided to commit suicide 
They began to shed their 
leaves and slowly fade. 

This created imbalance 
in the environment. The 
birds found no shelter in the 
trees. The animals found no shade to rest. Even the insects and 
creepers found it very difficult to live without green trees. All living 

beings except the humans prayed to God to help them by restor- 
ing the forest, 
God appeared before the trees and asked them 
why they were fasting, They told God that 
since human beings were eternal, they 
became cruel towards other living beings. The 
animals and the trees could not tolerate it 







~\ od immediately summoned all the 

humans and enquired about their behav 

jour. The men were arrogant in their reply to 

God. They said, “Since you have created the world 

for us, we will deal with the world as we 

please.” 

God, as Father of human beings was kind towards 

them, So he advised them, “You are superior to all of my 

q \ creations. | have made you the master of this world. It is 

a not proper on your part to harm others, Enjoy your life 
without affecting others,” 








But the men were not wise enough to adhere to the advice of God 
They continued their violent way of living, 


The trees continued their fast. God was touched, "What do you want 
me to do to end your fast?” he asked. "Since the humans are immortal, 
they behave like this. Make them also die like others,” requested the 
trees 


God accepted the demand of the trees. He cursed men with death, 
But even then men did not repent change their way of life, The result is 
that the immortal human beings became mortal 


Dr. M.P. Gurusamy, 
Tiruchendur - 628 215. 


PRICEY TASK! 
he National Literacy mission was in full 
T swing and t decided to teach my iter 
axa sere a treed and re 
Seana tcoch han hourly aterhe 


had completed his chores. 
‘On the last day of the month as I was pay- 
ing him his salary, he demanded an extra two. 
hundred rupees. 
“Why?" I enquired, rather taken aback. 
“I worked over time for you every day. I had to sit and listen to 
you for an hour daily after all my work was done; he said. 
-Samiul Hassan Qudari, Bikane: 
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Jayabalan's 

first day 

month. The mini 
officials 


‘But Your Majesty,” said Ay 
minister for foreign 
like to give you a sur 
“His Majesty doe: 
said Sigainasam, the home mini 
his usual oily smile. 
‘But we can't disucss at 
His Majesty is present, 
finance minister. 


olmannan, the 
rose to speal 
and looked around 
there. Then 
lapel, he 




















isters and friends, subject of this discussion. To be or not to be, 
should His _ thatis the question, Ayalaan says he is out of 
Majesty be place here, and Ayalaan is an honourable 
here or man. Varisumai supports Ayalaan, and 
1) shouldn't he Varisumai is an honourable man, too. They 
be here - areal honourable men, But the king is more 

that's the honourable, So ae 











~ have to think deeply over this matter. 
Cogito ergo sum. Ergo, | say. 
‘You are not saying anything, 
Ayalaan snapped 
I's Greek to us," said 
Tholaipesi, the minis 
communication 
‘Actually it is Latin,” said 
7 Arivil, the minister for educa- 
tion, with z 
‘Solmannan, shut up and sit 
down,” the king said, “Or I'll 
have your tongue knotted and 
gummed up. 
He will be stv 
then," said Ganabadi chuckling, 
For a change," said Ayalaan, 





ot for 

















against than sinning, 
ed Solmannan as he sat 


te @ 


a | am a man more sinned 


mui 




















down. 

“Let us proceed with the business, 
Sigainasam said, “The king will stay on here. 
That's final’, And so the discussion was resumed. 

“Let us invite the famous singer, Bade Gulab 
Jamunkhan o sing for the king,” Arivli said 

“I thought you wanted to entertain me. Instead 
you are suggesting torture," said the king smi 
ing broadly. 

"You know His Majesty can't stand serious 
music,” Sigainasam chided Arivili. “Think of 
something pleasant 

"What about Jangirimala, the dancer? 
Tholaipesi suggested. 

“She is known as twinkle-toes, " Ayalaan said. 

“Let her twinkle in other skies, far from our 
horizon,” said Ganabadi shaking with 
mirth. 





“Say, | have a very 
good idea,” said 
Varisumai. "Why not 
make our king's birth- 
day the Flag Day of the 
nation? We'll design a 
national flag and...” 
That's a grand 
idea," said Ayalaan, 
‘We have a national ani- 
mal anda national bird, 
but no national flag." 
That was true. The 
donkey was their na- 
tional animal and the 
goose their national 
bird. But they had no of- 









































ficial emblem or symbol representing the 
country. 

The king seemed pleased by the sug- 
gestion. “Who'll design the fiag?" he 
asked, 

“Send for Nikhil Anchalo, the 
artist,” said Sigainasam. Everyone 
agreed that Nikhil was the right 
person for the job. He was given 
‘a week's time to do some rough 
designs for the flag. The Council 
of Ministers decided to meet 
‘again when the designs were 
ready. 


en days later Nikhil 
presented his 
designs to the king and his 
ministers. The best of these 
sketches was one with three’ 
vertical strips, two in colour and the 
one in the middle in white. In the 
centre strip there was a sun with radiat- Sigainasam 
ing bears ‘Let's have blue in 
“have not filedin the colours in the side strips, both the strips," the 
0 that you can choose any colour you want," king said. 


Professor's wife: D 

wife: Don't 

YOu think | have put t 
100 
muchsattin the soup, dear? 
rofessor: Not at all 
Perhops there is not enough 
SOUP for the salt, 


said the artist “Nothing but the 
“1 like yellow,” the king said. royal colour for Our 
"Yellow is not suitable Your Majesty,” Arivili Majesty,” said Sigai- 
said. "Itis associated with cowardice. nasam with an ingrati- 
“Moreover a yellow flag is usually displayed ating grin 
on a ship which has an infectious disease on —“Itis not advisable to 
board.” Ayalaan said. have the same colour 
“Yes, itis a quarantine flag,” said Varisumai. on both sides," 
“Blue is the royal colour,” Arivili said. Varisumai said. “Then 


“Let's have blue,” the king said suddenly. we won't know which is. 
“How about red for the other panel?” the right side and 











Tholaipesi said which the left.” 
“Red suggests revolution,” said Ayalaan. “A flag is a flag, left 
“Green?” Tholaipesi asked or right” said Sigai- 
; “Green suggests immaturity,” said pasam 


/ 
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“Let's stick to blue,” knowing that the king would like that. 
theking said. Andsothat “Excuse me, Your Majesty," said Ayalaan, "A 
was that. flag is emblematic, usually having abstract 
“The suninthemiddie designs and meaningful colours, It is not 
has to go,” Ayalaan said. customary to have human portraits on the flag," 
“The sun, the moon and "Ihave seen some flags with pictures of some 
the stars have all been leaders on them," said Sigainasam defiantly. 
taken by other countries “The picture of a person cannot be 
or parties.” reproduced with uniform accuracy on all the 
flags,” said Varisumai 
anwarappa, the min- “Moreover the full figure of a person on a 
ister for animal flag, say in a thinker’s pose will make the 
welfare, spoke up. "I picture so small that it will not be clear,” said 
have a suggestion to Ayalaan, 
make," he said. "Instead “Show about the head alone?" Sigainasam 
of the sun in the middle asked. 
why don’t we have a The king was looking wistfully at the minis- 
donkey - our national ters, He obviously wanted his picture to be on 
animal?" the flag, Ayalaan and Varisumai noted this, and 
“Instead of a donkey! stopped further argument. 
‘suggest we have a pic- ‘So the Jayabalpore flag was of three strips - 
ture of our king,” said blue, white and blue - and in the white strip a 
Sigainasam, picture of the king. Just the head, 
‘That will be a fair invitations were sent all over the world, and 
substitution,” Ayalaan each country sent a representative to attend 


whispered to Varisumal. the flag hoisting and the King's birthday 
Varisumai smiled and celebrations. 
whispered back. “The 








former has better looks. t dawn on the great day, trumpets were 
“The king ina thinker's blown, drums beaten and chariots) ar- 
Pose," said Sigainasam yayed for the procession. Crowds started 
gathering in 

ech Is made up of a 










” 
Is rom Hamiet, 
noble men is trom Jullus Ceasar, 











Bs Isom King Lear, 
‘statement mad 
PIL mane ik he, 2 Ye Fort hsp 
Greek =itis beyond my comprehension, “| 
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the main square of 
Jayabalpore. The 
distinguished 
foreigners were 
in a special 






enclosure. 
The king Fy 

arrived, pro- —S 

tected by 2 —== 

groupof se- 

curity men. 

Sigainasam 

came with 


him, looking to the left 
and the right ike a bird, as if he had 
to singlehandedly guard the king. 
The other ministers followed behind. 
Martial music was played, and the 
‘crowd rose and cheered. 

The time had come for the flag- 
hoisting. The music stopped 
Everyone stood at attention in a 
hushed atmosphere. 

Sigainasam had the honour of 
hoisting the national flag for the first 
time. It was a historic moment. 

Sigainasam stepped near the 
flag-pole with great dignity and 
pulled a rope. The flag at the top of 
the pole unfurled, and rose petals 
floated down from above. 


here was a moment of 

silence, and then somebody 
giggled. More people joined in, and 
‘soon there was great guffawing and 
hooting. Even the foreign dignitaries. 
were struggling unsuccessfully to 
hide their smiles. 





For the king's 
face was upside down. Just as 
Varisumai had feared, the man 
fixing the flag had contused one side 
for the other, and fixed the wrong 
side to the rope. 

The representative from England, 
Sit. Miles Myopic, who was extremely 
short sighted, turned to Janwarappa 
who was standing nearhim. “Tellme, 
old chap," he said squinting at the 
flag through his pince-nez, "Are you 
a football - playing nation?” 

“No," said Janwarappa. 

“But isn’t that a football on your 
flag? 

“No,” said Janwarappa through 
clenched teeth. “But | wish it had 
been a football, or even a donkey." 
And then he walked away. So did 
everyone else. Quietly 

No one is allowed to talk about 
that flag-hoisting in Jayabalpore. 


JANAKAN 
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A harles Chap- 
im lin was born in 
London, in 


April 1889. He made his 
first stage appearence when he was 
nine, as a replacement for his mother. 
At the age of twenty, after having made a name as a 
child actor, he came to the United States. The rapidly grow- 
ing fim industry and daring experiments of producers opened 
new vistas for chapiin 
His unique walk and fantastic apparel distinguished by his 
baggy trousers and bowler hat, endeared him to millions all 
cover the world, 
‘Almost every picture in which he featured became 
famous.The Great Dictator, Modern Times, 
The Gold Rush 
Monsieur 
Verdouse 
and Lime 
Light are 
among his best 
known films. 


ARLES capil 


Chaplin was once accused of 
being a communist. To this he an- 

swered, "| am not a communist, lama 
peacemonger.” When he was upbraided 
for not becoming a citizen of the country 

in which he had made a fortune and had 
been living for two decades, he retorted, “I 

aman internationalist, nota nationalist. Thatis why 
| do not take citizenship anywhere. 

This hero of the silent films spoke the language 
of the heart and the soul and was truly a citizen of 
this world. ‘The only genius developed by the mo- 
tion pictures,’ said George Bernard Shaw of Charles 
Chaplin, the original and indisputable laugh getter. 

Yashpal Yadav, Bikaner (Rajasthan) 
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UN SELFIs 
PARROT 


(A Buddhist Story) |? 


rsTRuriON 
AQITIA TOTAGARI4N 






















He loved to il about and gret all, 
the bid isin thelr habitat, 




















The ite prot elegant ove the ag 
fire racking his littie brain. ne 





























“zand-unmindtul ofthe = 


‘teorehing hot Hames. 
{ied to put out the te. 
lena comeenaal 
























He did this over and over aga his feathers 
orched, his lungs ached 





‘What a foolish bird! How ean he put 
‘ut that blaze with afew drops of 
water trom his ite wings. 











Fly away ttle bed 
"Your tasks a 
hopeless one. Fly 


























‘Watching him, the Deva was s0 moved that he 
__which drenched the forest, put out the 
oven to weep-streame ond streams ctiears || fn" eng washed away the smoke. 
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A library is not just a collection of 
books. Itis a seat of culture, and wisdom 
of the ages, Here is a museum of ideas 
and emotions, of poetry, prose and 
magic, The newspapers, the magazines, 
the journals—all contain useful informa 





tion, is unfortunate that very few stu: 
dents make use of their school or col: 
lege library, Even teachers rarely go 
there, A daily visit to the reading room 
should be made compulsory for every 
student, What do you think readers? 
D. Kamala priya (aged 13), 
D.TE.A., Mandir marg, Delhi - 1. 


Science can give comfort but not 
life, With the help of science, man has 
invented many modern equipments to 
improve the standard of living, But man 
‘cannever control nature. Manis at once 
the producer, consumer and the de 
stroyer. He does not know that he is de- 
stroying himselt 

Man is not allowing nature take its own 
course and to balance its unbalanced 
ecological system, 

Man has invented many modern 
equipments to cut trees faster, but not 
even a single way to grow them faster. It 
is all in the hands of nature. 

Our ancestors had a very high lite 


78 





span, But not us, Why? This is because 
the other side of sclence is destruction. 

“NATURE IS THE BEST MEDICINE" 
But man is changing this medicine to 

poison, 

Princess & Princy (aged 15, 13), 

Sathya Metric, Our lad 

Chennai - 600 106 





My parents and 1 had gone to 
Chikmaglore estate. In anearby village, 
my father wanted to ride an elephant. 
The Mahut asked my father to remove: 
his shoes belore climbing. The elephant 
all of a_sudden,began stamping on his 
‘shoes despite the Mahut asking him not 
todo so. The angry Mahut took a big stick 
and started beating the elephant so hard 
that it bled. My father regretted wanting 
to ever ride on the elephant. What right 
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do human beings have to beat other 
animals? 
Sanjana Deshpande 
Banglore - 560 050, 





} As a small boy, | always wondered 
hhow nice it would be to live on a star! 
Now, | know that itis a blazing ball of 
fire. | wonder if man would one day 
really start lving in outer space, when ita 
‘on earth becomes impossible due to de- 
struction by man. | pray that the years of 
2000\Will be beautiful and peaceful and 
life on earth continues 
A, Hufaddal, 
Std Vi, 
Vidhya Niketan, 
Coimbatore - 45, 


Examination! 
The very thought 
sends a chill 
down my spine. 
Even an'A’ grade 
holder is un- 
nerved by this 
thought. | feel 
that examinations 
only cause tension 
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‘among students. If at all our teachers 
want to test us, why can't they conduct 
Weekly tests? The weekly tests with litle 
Portions invoke in students the 
feeling to do better than others, But 
examinations conducted in schools of 
today are intolerable. The thought of 
promotion or failure frightens us. To 
‘receive report cards is teriying. Students 
cannot face failure. The results promote 
a sense of inferiority, Students also 






Exam, gotset aud 
G0! 

indulge in acts of dishonesty. Our teach- 

ers can expect better results from us it 

the examination portions are litle. So 

friends, what do you feel? To conclude | 


say, "A STUDENT CAN LEARN BET- 
TER WITHOUT EXAMINATION.” 

Rajeswari 

Std X, 

Stuoseph’s A.L.High School, 

Chennai - 11. 
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In one year, 
hens in the United 
States of America, 
lay enough eggs to 
circle the globe one 
hundred times. 










LAND OF THE 
TALLEST AND 
THE SHORTEST 
Africa is home to 
both the tallest and 
shortest tribes in the 

world. 
The average ‘Tutsi’ 
man is 195.5. cm, 
tall, while the 
average ‘Mbuti’ 
man grows to 
just 137 cm 


CHESS 

There are 
170,000,000, 
000,000,000, 
000,000,000 
ie.170  septillion 
possible ways to 
play the 10 opening 
moves in a game of 
chess 















LAND 
BOUNDARIES 
Of the 311 national 

land boundaries in the 
world, 107 are in 
Africa. 









Suresh K.Anjum, 
Calcutta - 
700 091. 













the Bharathan Press. 
ress: 47, 
Telephone — 








Ted and published by K. Rajendran on behall of Bharathan Publications Private Limiled 


waharfal Nehru Road, Exkaduthangal, Chennal - 600 097 
oral: 2345624; “Cirelation Manager : 2345823; 


Subscription and Advertisement: 2345622; Chief Administrative officer: 2945621, 
‘Annual Sbserition — India: Rs. 60/-; Overseas : Fis. 4001 (Alr Mall) 
‘halt Yearly Subscription — Inala : Ri. 30; Overseas : Rs. 200 (lr Malt) 


April? GOKULAM 











pnentvineRepe irene diss ott 25" epteetes HSS Lemats 
Staten AST ors RS ST Ragas SNS 











Lig 


means 
Protection 


When the big bowler throws a nasty 
bull at you, your helmet protects 
‘only your face. But LIC, 
the Life Insurance Corporation, 
provides you full protection 
all through your life. 

‘Ask your parents to explain 
what an LIC Policy is, 

And how it keeps you 
secure and protected, 
Because LIC cares for you 








Life Tusurance Corporation of India 


Insure and be Secure 











